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Title: The Dark Side of Human Nature in "Lord of the Flies" 

Introduction 

William Golding's novel "Lord of the Flies" is a compelling exploration of 

the human psyche, revealing the inherent capacity for evil within 

individuals when removed from the constraints of society. Through its 

characters, themes, and literary devices, the novel delves deep into the 

darker aspects of human nature. 

Body 

1. The Descent into Savagery 

The novel portrays the gradual descent of a group of British boys 

stranded on a deserted island into a state of barbarism. As they attempt 

to establish order, their primal instincts take over. The character analysis 

of Jack, who transforms from a choir leader to a ruthless hunter, 

exemplifies this descent into savagery. 

2. Symbolism and Imagery 

Golding employs powerful symbolism and imagery to convey his 

themes. The conch shell, symbolizing order and civilization, loses its 

authority as chaos ensues. The Beast, a symbol of the boys' fear and 

primal instincts, reveals their descent into darkness. 

3. The Loss of Innocence 

The novel presents a poignant exploration of the loss of innocence, 

particularly through the character of Simon. His murder by the other 

boys reflects the tragic loss of purity amidst the brutality. 

4. The Role of Fear 
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Fear plays a central role in the narrative, driving the boys to commit 

unthinkable acts. The imagined "Beast" and the fear of the unknown 

contribute to their decline into savagery. 

Conclusion 

"Lord of the Flies" serves as a thought-provoking commentary on the 

innate darkness within humanity. Through character development, 

symbolism, and themes, Golding effectively conveys the message that, 

when removed from the restraints of society, individuals are capable of 

unspeakable acts. This cautionary tale reminds us of the importance of 

order, morality, and the preservation of innocence in the face of our 

own inherent capacity for evil. 

In your high school analytical essay, you can analyze the themes, 

characters, and literary techniques in any literary work, historical event, 

scientific phenomenon, or any topic of your choice. Just remember to 

follow the essay structure, provide evidence to support your analysis, 

and draw meaningful conclusions. 


