Toulmin Outline — Filled Example

|. Introduction

e A. Context or issue overview: Social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and
TikTok have become primary sources of news for millions. However, they also spread
misinformation rapidly, impacting public health, elections, and social discourse.

e B. Thesis (main claim): Social media platforms should be required to regulate
misinformation because it harms public safety, spreads false political narratives, and
damages societal trust.

Il. Claim
e A. Specific argument or position: Platforms have a responsibility to reduce the
dissemination of false information. %
I11. Grounds (Evidence) O‘Q

e A. Evidence 1: During the COVID-19 pa e health claims on social media led
to vaccine hesitancy and preventable dgaths rce: WHO, 2023).

e B. Evidence 2: Studies show & spreads faster than verified news on Twitter
and Facebook (Source: ML, y Review, 2022).

e C. Evidence 3: Misin elections has influenced voter perception and created
social unrest in i ries (Source: Pew Research, 2022).

V. War

e A nation linking evidence to claim: Since misinformation directly harms
individuals and society, companies hosting these platforms have an ethical and social
responsibility to intervene.

V. Backing

e A. Additional support for the warrant: Regulatory frameworks in Europe, such as the
Digital Services Act, show that platform accountability is feasible and effective.

V1. Qualifier

e A. Limits or conditions of the claim: Platforms should regulate misinformation in a
manner that balances freedom of speech and transparency, avoiding overreach or
censorship.



VII. Rebuttal

e A. Counterargument or exception: Critics argue that forcing social media to regulate
content could threaten free speech and give private companies too much control over
public discourse.

o B. Response to rebuttal: Clear guidelines, transparency reports, and oversight by
independent bodies can mitigate free speech concerns while holding platforms
accountable.

VIII. Conclusion

e A. Restated claim: Social media platforms must actively regulate misinformation to
protect public safety and democratic integrity.
« B. Final insight or implication: Responsible regulation can reduce harm, increase trust

in information, and preserve the positive potential of social media as a tool for
communication. %
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