
Book Review in 300 Words 

 

"Wonder" by R.J. Palacio - Embracing Kindness and Empathy in Middle School 

R.J. Palacio's "Wonder" unfolds a heartwarming narrative centered around August "Auggie" 

Pullman, a fifth-grader with a facial deformity. This middle-grade novel delicately explores 

themes of kindness, empathy, and the true meaning of friendship. 

Auggie's journey as he enters mainstream school for the first time resonates with middle school 

readers facing their own challenges. Palacio's narrative, told from multiple perspectives, 

provides a comprehensive view of the impact of Auggie's presence on those around him, 

fostering a deeper understanding of empathy. 

The characters are authentically portrayed, each navigating their own struggles and growth. 

Auggie's resilience, the support of his family, and the friendships that develop paint a poignant 

picture of acceptance and the beauty found in our differences. 

Palacio's writing style is accessible for middle school readers, incorporating humor and sincerity. 

The use of different perspectives enhances the storytelling, allowing readers to connect with 

various characters and their unique experiences. 

The novel's overarching message of choosing kindness resonates strongly with the middle 

school audience, encouraging them to look beyond physical appearances and embrace the 

importance of empathy in their daily lives. 

In conclusion, "Wonder" is a touching and relatable read for middle school students, 

emphasizing the transformative power of kindness. Palacio's narrative offers a valuable 

opportunity for young readers to reflect on their own actions and consider the positive impact 

they can have on the lives of those around them. 

 


