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Compare and Contrast Essay Outline: Thomas Edison vs. Alexander Graham Bell (6th 

Grade Level) 

Introduction 

• Hook Sentence: "Have you ever wondered who had a greater impact on the world: 

Thomas Edison or Alexander Graham Bell?" 

• Context / Significance: Introduce the topic by explaining that both Edison and Bell were 

influential inventors in history. 

• Thesis Statement: "Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell, while known for their 

groundbreaking inventions, had different areas of expertise, inventions, and contributions 

to society." 

Body Paragraph 1: Areas of Expertise 

• Topic Sentence: "One of the key differences between Edison and Bell is their areas of 

expertise." 

• Comparison: Discuss Thomas Edison's expertise in electrical inventions and 

innovations. 

• Contrast: Highlight Alexander Graham Bell's expertise in communication devices and 

telephone-related inventions. 

• Supporting Evidence / Discussion: Provide examples of Edison's inventions like the 

light bulb and Bell's inventions like the telephone. 

• Transition: Transition to the next paragraph. 

Body Paragraph 2: Inventions 

• Topic Sentence: "Edison and Bell are also distinguished by the inventions they are most 

famous for." 
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• Comparison: Describe Thomas Edison's most famous inventions, such as the 

phonograph and the motion picture camera. 

• Contrast: Explain Alexander Graham Bell's most famous invention, the telephone, and 

its impact on communication. 

• Supporting Evidence / Discussion: Provide examples of how these inventions 

transformed society and communication. 

• Transition: Transition to the next paragraph. 

Body Paragraph 3: Contributions to Society 

• Topic Sentence: "Both inventors made significant contributions to society, but in 

different ways." 

• Comparison: Discuss how Thomas Edison's inventions revolutionized entertainment, 

communication, and technology. 

• Contrast: Highlight how Alexander Graham Bell's invention of the telephone changed 

the way people communicated and connected with each other. 

• Supporting Evidence / Discussion: Provide examples of societal changes brought about 

by Edison and Bell's inventions. 

• Transition: Transition to the conclusion. 

Conclusion 

• Summary of Main Points: Summarize the key differences and similarities between 

Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell in terms of their areas of expertise, 

inventions, and contributions to society. 

• Restate Thesis: "In conclusion, Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell were 

remarkable inventors who left lasting legacies, each in their own field, shaping the 

modern world." 

• Final Insight or Observation: Encourage readers to appreciate the contributions of both 

inventors and consider how their inventions have influenced our lives. 

 


