
A Famous Person I Admire Essay 

Malcolm X was one of the most influential and controversial figures in American history. 

He was born Malcolm Little on May 19, 1925, in Omaha, Nebraska. His parents were both active 

members of the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), a group dedicated to 

improving the lives of African Americans. From an early age, Malcolm was exposed to the 

struggles of black Americans and was determined to fight for racial equality. 

Malcolm wanted to make a difference, so he joined the Nation of Islam in 1952 and 

became one of its most public figures. He preached about the need for African Americans to be 

proud of their heritage, break away from white oppression, and embrace self-reliance. He also 

spoke out against racism and injustice, urging African Americans to stand up for their rights. 

Malcolm’s push for black pride and self-determination gained him a large following 

among African Americans nationwide, but it also made him an enemy of the US government. He 

was arrested multiple times and even labeled as a threat to national security. Despite the 

persecution, Malcolm continued to be a voice for African Americans, speaking out against 

racism and advocating for social change. 

Malcolm X’s influence on American society cannot be ignored. He raised awareness 

about racial injustice and spurred an entire generation of black activists to strive for a better 

future. His legacy lives on today through his teachings and writings, as well as in the continued 

struggle for civil rights. I admire Malcolm X for his unwavering dedication to his cause and how 

he paved the way for future generations of African Americans to strive for equality. He is an 

inspiration to us all and will always remain a groundbreaking figure in history.  

 


