Advanced Descriptive Essay Outline Worksheet

(From Dominant Impression to Paragraph-Level Execution)

PART 1 — Clarify the Dominant Impression (The Essay’s Spine)
A. Subject Identification
What are you describing? &

Person / Place / Object / Event / Experience (circle one)
Specific subject (be precise):
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What overall feeling, mood, or essential quality sh, the 1 take away?

B. Dominant Impression (1-2 sentences)

This is not a topic — it’s an interpretation.

Avoid generic impressions like “nice,’¥inte

Write here:
N 7/di
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C. Single-Word I Test

Choose one word t aptures your dominant impression.

Examples: rant, forting, chaotic, lonely, reverent

Word;
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D. Thesis Statement Draft (1 sentence)

Combine your subject and dominant impression into a working thesis.

Formula:
Specific subject + reveals/embodies/creates + dominant impression

Write here:



PART 2 — Sensory Brainstorming (Dump Everything First)
List raw observations. Do not organize yet.
Sight (Visual Details)

Colors, size, shape, movement, lighting, patterns, location

Sound (Auditory Details)

Volume, tone, rhythm, interruptions, background noj
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Smell (Olfactory Details)

Strength, source,

' v
0 (Taetile Details)

Textur€, temperature, pressure, physical sensation




Taste (If Relevant)

Flavor, aftertaste, memory-triggered sensations

Emotional / Psychological Responses

Feelings, memories, moods triggered by the subject

PART 3 — Select Organizational Pattern (How t
A. Best Overall Structure (Choose O

L] Spatial (left to right, front to back,
L1 Chronological (before — during
0 Order of Importance (most stri
L] Sensory Progression (sight
L] Hybrid (explain below)

Chosen pattern: n

B. Wh is Pa

Fits l!e Subject

organization strengthens clarity and impact.

PART 4 — Define Body Paragraph Focus Areas
You will write three body paragraphs, each with a distinct focus.

Body Paragraph 1 — Focus



Main aspect being described:

How this supports the dominant impression:

Body Paragraph 2 — Focus

Main aspect being described:

How this supports the dominant impression:

Body Paragraph 3 — Focus

Main aspect being described:

How this supports the dominant imp
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other’s purpose.

&4 Checkpoint:
No paragraph shou

PART 5 — ph-b ragraph Detail Assignment
N afting so nothing is repeated or misplaced.
Body agraph 1 — Planned Details

Topic Sentence Draft:

Assigned Sensory Details (list only those used here):




Thesis Connection Statement:

Body Paragraph 2 — Planned Details

Topic Sentence Draft:

Assigned Sensory Details:
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Thesis Connection Statement: &Q‘V

Body Paragraph 3 — Planned J \

Topic Sentence Draft:

T

Assigned SensorE %
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PART 6 — Introduction & Conclusion Planning

Introduction Planning



Hook Type (choose one):
L] Image

L] Action

[0 Sound/smell

O Surprise or contrast

Hook idea:

A 4
Context notes: A

Conclusion Planning

Thesis Restatement (new wording):

.
Details to Synthesize (no new info): 0

Final reflection or insight:

e organization easy to follow? [ Yes L1 No

e Are details concrete instead of vague? [ Yes L1 No

If any answer is “No,” revise the plan before drafting.

Final QOutcome

If this worksheet is complete, drafting should feel like execution, not discovery.






