
Everything You Need to Know About Becoming a Nurse 
 

Nursing can be an incredibly rewarding career for those looking for a fulfilling job in the medical field. 

With so many different specialties to choose from, it's easy to see why nursing is one of the most popular 

choices for students looking to pursue a career in healthcare. But before you jump in with both feet, it’s 

important to understand the pros and cons of becoming a nurse. Let’s take a look at what you should 

consider before making your decision.  

Nursing is one job that has no shortage of rewards. Nurses work hard, but they’re also well-compensated 

for their efforts. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, registered nurses earned an average annual 

salary of $72,180 in 2019. That salary can go even higher with additional certifications or advanced 

degrees. Furthermore, nurses often report feeling great satisfaction from helping others and making a 

positive impact on patients’ lives.  

Nursing jobs can also be flexible; many nurses find themselves working part-time or even per diem shifts 

at hospitals or other medical facilities to fit their lifestyle needs. Many nurses also find job security in the 

field since there will always be a need for medical care providers.  

Nursing is a field with a wide range of specialties, giving you plenty of options when it comes to finding 

your niche. You may choose to specialize in pediatrics, critical care, or anything in between. Nurses also 

enjoy job security—according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment for registered nurses is 

projected to grow 7 percent from 2019-2029—and competitive salaries, depending on experience and 

specialization.  

 Another great perk of being a nurse is the flexible hours. Many hospitals offer shifts that allow nurses to 

work part time or around other commitments like school or family obligations. Additionally, the demand 

for nurses is high, which means you can often find jobs without having to relocate and start over 

somewhere new.  

Nursing is also incredibly fulfilling as you get to help people every day. You get the satisfaction of knowing 

that you are making a difference in someone else's life while also learning new skills and having access to 

continuing education opportunities that allow you to stay up-to-date on the latest treatments and 

technologies.  

Nursing offers a lot of opportunities for personal growth and development. You get to learn new skills 

every day, gain knowledge in different areas of health care, and build relationships with patients and their 

families. Nurses are also respected members of the medical team who are often looked up to by their 

peers and colleagues. The salary is competitive compared to other professions, plus there’s the potential 

for overtime pay or weekend bonus pay. Finally, nurses have lots of choices when it comes to specialties, 

so they can choose what type of patient they want to care for or what area they want to specialize in.  

Of course, nursing isn’t all sunshine and roses; like any career path it comes with its own unique set of 

challenges and drawbacks as well.  

The biggest downside to being a nurse is the challenging workload. Most nurses work long shifts that 

require them to be on their feet for hours at a time and take care of numerous patients simultaneously. 



It can be both physically and emotionally demanding work—which brings us to our next point: burnout is 

common among nurses due to the intense level of stress they experience on a daily basis. It’s important 

for nurses to find ways to de-stress and practice self-care whenever possible in order to prevent burnout 

and maintain health and wellness while working long hours.  

Nursing requires extensive education and training; depending on what type of nurse you want to become 

(e.g., Registered Nurse vs Licensed Practical Nurse) you will need either an Associate Degree or Bachelor 

Degree in nursing before you can get started in your chosen field. Although there are various routes into 

nursing such as accelerated programs or online courses, obtaining these qualifications does take time and 

money which some potential nurses may not have access too.  

Nurses are often overworked and understaffed due to limited resources and tight budgets; this can make 

it difficult for nurses to provide the quality care they want to give their patients without burning out or 

becoming overwhelmed by their workloads. Additionally, while nursing jobs tend to pay well compared 

to other professions, there can still be difficulty finding positions that are adequately compensated for 

the amount of time put into them—especially if cost-saving measures have been implemented at hospitals 

or other health facilities where nurses work regularly.  

Nurses often have to work; depending on your specialty, you might find yourself working nights or 

weekends when everyone else is off having fun! There's also physical strain involved with nursing; lifting 

patients or other heavy objects can take its toll over time. Lastly, because nurses are constantly interacting 

with sick people, they are at risk of exposure to potentially dangerous diseases and illnesses—which 

means that safety measures must always be taken seriously.  

Given all these factors it’s important that those considering becoming a nurse weigh up all their options 

carefully before making any decisions about their future career path – especially if they are unsure 

whether they would be able thrive under the demands placed upon them as a healthcare professional. 

Overall, nursing is an incredibly rewarding profession that offers great potential for growth both 

personally and professionally—but it does come with its share of challenges as well! Before deciding 

whether or not nursing is right for you, take some time to research what kind of opportunities are available 

in your area so you can get an idea of how much demand there is and what level of compensation might 

be expected from prospective employers. Despite its challenges however, nursing remains one of most 

respected professions out there - offering unique opportunities for personal growth alongside 

competitive salaries and job security.So if you believe it's right for you then go ahead and pursue it!  

 

 


