
Short Essay on Malcolm X 
 
Malcolm X is considered one of the most influential African American leaders in history. His life 

serves as an inspiring example of how anyone, regardless of their situation, can rise up to effect 
social change and challenge racism and oppression.  
 

He was born Malcolm Little on May 19, 1925 in Omaha, Nebraska. Growing up in a family with 
a strong commitment to racial justice and civil rights, he was exposed to activism at an early age. 

His father Earl Little was an active member of Marcus Garvey's Universal Negro Improvement 
Association (UNIA), which fought for black self-determination and self-sufficiency through 
economic development and political advocacy. After his father’s death when Malcolm was six 

years old, his mother Louise Norton Little had to take care of the family on her own. She was a 
religious woman who taught Malcolm about the importance of self-discipline and education as 

well as a strong sense of racial pride. 
 
In 1946, Malcolm moved to Boston where he became involved in criminal activities such as 

burglary and drug dealing. He eventually wound up in prison for violation of parole and it was 
during this time that he experienced an intense spiritual awakening and converted to Islam, 

joining the Nation of Islam (NOI). After his release from prison in 1952, Malcolm quickly rose 
through the ranks of NOI by becoming its most influential and charismatic spokesperson. His 
powerful oratory skills were instrumental in attracting large numbers of new members to NOI, 

including many African Americans who had become disillusioned with mainstream civil rights 
movements such as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 

 
During his time as a minister of NOI, Malcolm espoused a message of black pride and self -
determination in which he emphasized economic independence through small business 

ownership, individual education and responsible action. At this time, he also began to criticize 
mainstream civil rights groups’ emphasis on integration with whites instead of working towards 

meaningful change for African Americans. His views were often seen as extreme by many white 
people and African American leaders who accused him of inciting violence against whites. 
 

In 1964, Malcolm left the Nation of Islam after having increasing disagreements with its 
leadership over policy direction and was subsequently given the name “el-Hajj Malik el-

Shabazz”. After his departure from NOI, Malcolm made a pilgrimage to Mecca and began 
advocating for human rights around the world. He also became more open to working with 
people of all races in order to fight racism and oppression, including whites. During this time he 

also moderated many of his earlier views on racial separation and began advocating for African 
American unity among people of different backgrounds and religions. 

 
Malcolm X was assassinated on February 21, 1965 while giving a speech at the Audubon 
Ballroom in Harlem, New York City. His legacy remains alive through the works that continue 

to be inspired by him today. His life serves as an inspiring example of how anyone, regardless of 
their situation, can rise up to effect social change and challenge racism and oppression. His 

legacy is still felt in the civil rights movement today and will continue to be an important source 
of inspiration for generations to come. 

 



 


