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Title: A Critical Analysis of "The Great Gatsby" - Unveiling Layers of the 

American Dream 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby" stands as a literary cornerstone 

of the American Dream. This review delves into the novel's intricacies, 

examining its portrayal of wealth, love, and societal disillusionment. 

While "The Great Gatsby" has been celebrated for its vivid depiction of 

the Jazz Age, a closer inspection reveals profound critiques of the 

hollowness embedded within the American Dream, as seen through the 

lens of the characters' pursuits of wealth and love. 

The Illusion of Wealth: 

Fitzgerald crafts a glittering façade of opulence through Jay Gatsby's 

lavish parties and luxurious lifestyle. However, beneath the surface, the 

novel dissects the illusion of the American Dream, questioning the 

morality of acquiring wealth and its role in shaping one's identity. 

Love as a Mirage: 

The romantic narrative between Gatsby and Daisy Buchanan epitomizes 

the illusory nature of love. Gatsby's relentless pursuit of an idealized 

version of love reflects the emptiness that can accompany the pursuit of 

the American Dream, where personal relationships become casualties 

of societal aspirations. 

The American Dream's Dark Underbelly: 

"The Great Gatsby" serves as a cautionary tale, exposing the darker 

underbelly of the American Dream. Through characters like Tom 

Buchanan and the Valley of Ashes, the novel explores the consequences 

of unchecked ambition, highlighting the moral decay that often 

accompanies the pursuit of success. 
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Conclusion: 

In conclusion, Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby" transcends its status as a 

mere portrayal of the Roaring Twenties. It functions as a searing critique 

of the American Dream, unraveling the superficial allure of wealth and 

love. Through its characters and setting, the novel challenges readers to 

confront the moral compromises inherent in the pursuit of the elusive 

American Dream, leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of 

American literature. 


