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Title: (Should reflect the focus of your analysis) 

Introduction: 

• Hook: A compelling opening that draws the reader's attention to the work you're 

analyzing. 

• Context: Briefly introduce the author, the title of the work, and any relevant background 

information. 

• Thesis Statement: Your main argument or interpretation of the work, highlighting the 

specific elements you will discuss in your analysis. 

Body Paragraphs: 

• Each paragraph should start with a clear topic sentence. 

• Provide evidence from the text to support your claims (quotations or references). 

• Analyze the evidence to explain how it supports your thesis. 

• Transition smoothly between paragraphs to maintain the essay's coherence. 

Conclusion: 

• Summarize the main points of your analysis. 

• Reiterate your thesis statement. 

• Offer broader insights or implications related to the work. 

• Encourage further thought and reflection on the subject. 
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Example of a Literary Analysis Essay: William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily" 

Introduction: 

In William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily," the enigmatic Miss Emily Grierson becomes a 

symbol of tradition and decay in a rapidly changing Southern society. The story delves into 

themes of isolation, societal expectations, and the passage of time, all of which are embodied by 

Miss Emily's tragic character. This analysis will explore how Faulkner employs narrative 

structure, symbolism, and characterization to convey the complex dynamics at play in a post-

Civil War, post-Reconstruction South. 

Body Paragraph 1: The Unreliable Narrator and Narrative Structure 

The narrative structure of "A Rose for Emily" is a crucial element in understanding the story's 

complexity. It is told from a first-person plural point of view, with the townspeople collectively 

acting as the narrators. This technique serves to emphasize the community's role in shaping the 

story of Miss Emily while also highlighting their collective bias and limited understanding. As 

the narrator states, "we believed she had to do that. We remembered all the young men her father 

had driven away." This plural perspective underlines the gossip-driven nature of the town's 

narrative and their tendency to speculate, making it challenging to discern fact from fiction. 

Faulkner's use of this narrative style allows the reader to experience the collective consciousness 

of the town and its impact on Miss Emily's life. 

Body Paragraph 2: Symbolism of the House 

The decaying Grierson house is a potent symbol in the story, representing the decline of the 

Grierson family and their aristocratic Southern way of life. The house, once grand and imposing, 

is described as "lifting its stubborn and coquettish decay above the cotton wagons and the 
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gasoline pumps—an eyesore among eyesores." This imagery conveys not only the physical 

decay of the house but also the Grierson family's refusal to adapt to the changing times. Miss 

Emily's isolation within this house, which becomes her prison, further emphasizes the destructive 

impact of holding onto the past. The house serves as a metaphor for the South's refusal to let go 

of its pre-Civil War traditions and its eventual decline into irrelevance. 

Body Paragraph 3: Characterization of Miss Emily 

Miss Emily's character is central to the story's exploration of isolation and decay. Her 

transformation from a young, vibrant woman to a reclusive and eccentric figure is a result of the 

town's imposition of its ideals and expectations upon her. Miss Emily is a tragic figure, her 

tragedy stemming from her inability to adapt to the changing world and her reliance on the 

memory of her father. Her relationship with Homer Barron, which ultimately leads to his murder, 

is a desperate attempt to defy societal norms and maintain a connection to the past. Miss Emily's 

character encapsulates the broader theme of isolation and the destructive effects of rigid societal 

expectations in the South. 

Conclusion: 

In "A Rose for Emily," Faulkner's narrative structure, symbolism, and characterization work in 

harmony to depict the decay of a once-proud Southern society and the tragic fate of its central 

character, Miss Emily. The story serves as a commentary on the enduring legacy of the 

antebellum South and the inescapable consequences of clinging to the past. Faulkner's expert use 

of these literary elements challenges the reader to consider the price of isolation and the 

inevitable decay that accompanies a refusal to adapt. "A Rose for Emily" invites us to reflect on 
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the South's tumultuous history and the individual tragedies that unfolded in its wake, leaving 

behind a haunting portrait of tradition and decay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


