
 

 

Literary Analysis Essay Sample 

Title: Exploring the Theme of Revenge in Hamlet 

Introduction 

“Revenge is a dish best served cold” – but does it truly satisfy? In William Shakespeare’s 

Hamlet, the pursuit of revenge consumes the lives of its characters, ultimately leading to tragedy. 

This essay explores how Shakespeare uses symbolism, soliloquies, and the theme of madness to 

show that revenge is a destructive force that harms both the seeker and the innocent. 

 

Body Paragraph 1: Symbolism 

Shakespeare uses the symbol of Yorick’s skull to emphasize the inevitability of death and the 

futility of revenge. In Act V, Hamlet holds the skull and reflects, “Alas, poor Yorick! I knew 

him, Horatio.” This moment is a turning point for Hamlet, as he realizes that all people, whether 

noble or common, share the same fate: death. The skull serves as a reminder that revenge will 

not bring his father back or offer peace. By focusing on this symbol, Shakespeare underscores 

the futility of Hamlet’s quest for vengeance. 

 

Body Paragraph 2: Soliloquies 

Hamlet’s soliloquies reveal his inner turmoil and highlight his indecision about revenge. In the 

famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy, Hamlet debates the value of life and the morality of his 

actions. He wonders, “Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer / The slings and arrows of 

outrageous fortune.” This speech demonstrates Hamlet’s hesitation, as he struggles to reconcile 

his desire for justice with the consequences of his actions. Through these soliloquies, 

Shakespeare portrays Hamlet as a deeply conflicted character, making his pursuit of revenge all 

the more tragic. 

 

Body Paragraph 3: Theme of Madness 

The theme of madness runs throughout the play, illustrating the emotional toll of revenge. 

Hamlet pretends to be mad to distract others from his plans, but his behavior often blurs the line 

between feigned madness and reality. Similarly, Ophelia’s descent into madness shows how 

revenge indirectly harms the innocent. Her father’s death at Hamlet’s hands drives her to 

insanity, leading to her tragic demise. By weaving madness into the story, Shakespeare shows 

that revenge not only destroys the avenger but also causes collateral damage to those around 

them. 



 

 

 

Conclusion 

In Hamlet, Shakespeare uses symbolism, soliloquies, and the theme of madness to reveal the 

destructive nature of revenge. Yorick’s skull reminds us of life’s fragility, Hamlet’s soliloquies 

expose his inner conflict, and the theme of madness demonstrates how revenge harms everyone 

involved. Ultimately, Hamlet teaches us that vengeance often leads to more loss than resolution, 

leaving nothing but tragedy in its wake. 


