Here’s a clean, ready-to-use Literary Analysis Essay Rubric (List Template) you can paste
directly into your guide or assignment page.

Literary Analysis Essay Rubric

1. Thesis & Central Argument
o Clear, specific, and arguable thesis

o Demonstrates insight into the text
e Addresses the literary elements being analyzed

2. Understanding of the Text
e Accurate interpretation of the literary work

o Demonstrates close reading and comprehension
e Avoids plot summary in favor of analysis

3. Use of Textual Evidence
e Relevant quotations and examples included

o Evidence is smoothly integrated into sentences
o All evidence is clearly explained and analyzed

4. Literary Analysis & Interpretation
o Effective analysis of themes, characters, symbolism, or style

e Ideas are thoughtful and original
e Connections between evidence and claims are clear

5. Organization & Structure
« __Logieal paragraph structure with clear topic sentences

e Smoothtransitions between ideas
. Introduction and conclusion are well developed

6. Writing Style & Academic Tone
e Clear, formal, and academic language
« Sentence structure is varied and effective
e Minimal grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors

7. Conclusion & Insight



o Restates thesis in a fresh way
e Summarizes key analytical points
» Explains the significance of the analysis

8. Formatting & Citation

o Follows required formatting style (MLA, APA, etc.)
« Proper in-text citations and works cited page
o Consistent formatting throughout the essay
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