
Persuasive Essay Example 

 

The death penalty has long been the subject of much debate, with some claiming that it is 

an appropriate punishment for certain crimes and others arguing that it is inhumane and should 

be abolished. Here I will argue that capital punishment should be maintained as a viable option 

for deterring future criminals, providing justice to victims’ families, and preserving public safety. 

First and foremost, the death penalty serves as a deterrent for those who are considering 

committing similar crimes. It sends out a clear message that if you commit certain offenses, you 

will be held accountable for your actions and pay with your life. This helps to discourage 

criminals from even attempting such heinous acts in the first place, reducing rates of crime and 

ultimately keeping the public safe. 

Additionally, maintaining capital punishment ensures that justice is served for victims of 

serious crimes and their families. When a loved one has been murdered or violently assaulted, 

there can be no greater sense of closure than knowing that the perpetrator has faced appropriate 

consequences in the form of capital punishment. It not only serves as a punishment for the 

criminal, but also as a way of offering comfort to their victims’ surviving family members. 

Finally, capital punishment is arguably more cost-effective than life imprisonment. As 

keeping inmates in jail requires costly resources such as food and housing, not to mention 

additional costs associated with personnel and security measures, it can be argued that executing 

criminals is a more affordable option in the long term.  

In conclusion, the death penalty should be maintained as an appropriate punishment for 

certain crimes due to its ability to deter criminals, provide justice for victims’ families and 



ultimately save money through cost-effective measures. It is a controversial yet necessary 

component of any criminal justice system. 

 


