
Persuasive Essay Outline for College 

I. Introduction 

 

A. Hook – Grab the reader’s attention with a thought-provoking question, 

startling statistic or quote  

 

B. Background – Provide context for the topic, state your position and 

provide a thesis statement  

 

II. Body Paragraph 1: State the first reason supporting your argument  

 

A. Provide evidence and examples to support your claim  

 

B. Explain the importance of this reason  

 

III. Body Paragraph 2: State the second reason supporting your argument  

 

A. Provide evidence and examples to support your claim  

 

B. Explain the importance of this reason  

 

IV. Body Paragraph 3: State the third reason supporting your argument  

 



A. Provide evidence and examples to support your claim  

 

B. Explain the importance of this reason  

 

V. Conclusion  

A. Restate the thesis statement and summarize your points briefly  

B. End with a thought-provoking idea or call to action  

C. Leave the reader with something to think about.  

 

VI. Works Cited – List all sources used in your essay, following MLA 

guidelines.  

 


