AP Lang Rhetorical Analysis Sample Response (Score 4)

Prompt:
Analyze the rhetorical strategies the author uses to persuade readers that civic participation is essential
in a democratic society.

Essay:

In her argument about civic participation, the author claims that citizens must remain involved in
democracy in order for it to function properly. She uses rhetorical strategies such as ethos, logos, and
tone to persuade readers.

The author uses ethos by mentioning historical events and democratic values. These references help
show that she understands the topic and give her credibility.

The author also uses logos by explaining how a lack of participation can negatively affect democracy.

The tone of the passage is serious but encouraging. The author warns readers about the
consequences of apathy but also suggests that individuals can make a difference.

Overall, the author uses rhetorical strategies effectively, though the analysis could be more developed.



