
Rhetorical Analysis Essay Example - College Level 

In her TED Talk, "The Danger of a Single Story," Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie discusses the 

dangers of relying on stereotypes and the limitations of a single narrative. Through the use of 

ethos, pathos, and logos, Adichie conveys her argument that understanding the world requires 

embracing diverse stories. This analysis will examine how Adichie effectively employs these 

rhetorical strategies to persuade her audience to rethink their assumptions and broaden their 

perspectives. 

Adichie establishes her credibility from the outset by sharing her personal experiences as a 

Nigerian writer who has lived in both Nigeria and the United States. By highlighting her 

background and experiences, she connects with her audience on a personal level. As an 

acclaimed author, her insights about culture and representation carry weight. Her story of 

moving between two countries and navigating stereotypes enhances her ethos, making her 

argument more compelling and authoritative. 

Pathos, or emotional appeal, is another key strategy Adichie employs throughout her speech. 

She shares anecdotes about her childhood in Nigeria and the stereotypes she encountered 

when she moved to the U.S. These personal stories help the audience connect emotionally with 

her experiences. For example, she describes how she was once told that she didn't "sound" 

African, revealing the limited and often harmful views people have about African cultures. 

Through this emotional appeal, Adichie encourages listeners to empathize with those who are 

misrepresented by a single, narrow story. 

In addition to emotional appeals, Adichie also relies on logos, or logical reasoning, to strengthen 

her argument. She explains how the single story of Africa, often portrayed in Western media as 

a place of poverty and conflict, oversimplifies the rich diversity of cultures within the continent. 

Through logical examples, she illustrates how this one-sided view prevents people from seeing 

the complexity and beauty of African societies. Adichie uses facts and examples from her own 

life and observations to reinforce her point that a single narrative distorts reality and limits 

understanding. 



In conclusion, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s "The Danger of a Single Story" effectively uses 

ethos, pathos, and logos to argue for a more inclusive and accurate view of the world. By 

sharing personal experiences, appealing to emotions, and using logical examples, Adichie 

persuades her audience to question stereotypes and embrace a diversity of perspectives. Her 

rhetorical strategies create a powerful call to challenge the limitations of single stories and 

recognize the complexity of all cultures. 

 


