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Title: A Rhetorical Analysis of Bob Dylan's "The Times They Are A-Changin'" 

Introduction 

Bob Dylan's iconic song, "The Times They Are A-Changin'," released in 1964 during the heart of the civil 

rights movement and the Vietnam War era, remains a powerful anthem of change and protest. Through 

its lyrics, Dylan effectively employs rhetorical devices and persuasive techniques to convey a message of 

societal transformation and the call for a new era. This rhetorical analysis will delve into the strategies 

used by Dylan, demonstrating how he skillfully employed ethos, pathos, logos, metaphor, and repetition 

to inspire and mobilize a generation to challenge the status quo. 

Body 

1. Ethos: Establishing Credibility 

Bob Dylan, as a prominent folk singer and songwriter, establishes his ethos through his reputation as a 

voice of the counterculture movement. He was seen as an authentic and influential figure who 

championed social change. This ethos lends authority to his message of transformation and resistance. 

2. Pathos: Emotional Appeal 

"The Times They Are A-Changin'" is rich in emotional appeals. The lyrics are filled with poignant imagery 

and vivid descriptions of societal injustices and the need for change. Lines like "Come mothers and 

fathers throughout the land, and don't criticize what you can't understand" invoke empathy and a sense 

of shared struggle among listeners. 

3. Logos: Logical Argumentation 

Dylan's song also incorporates elements of logos through logical argumentation. He presents a logical 

progression: the old order is crumbling, and it's time for a new one. He argues for the inevitability of 

change and calls on people to recognize the signs of the times. His use of the phrase "Your sons and your 

daughters are beyond your command" logically implies a generational shift and the need for acceptance. 

4. Metaphor: Symbolic Imagery 

Throughout the song, Dylan employs metaphorical language to convey his message. The title itself, "The 

Times They Are A-Changin'," serves as a metaphor for the sweeping societal transformations taking 

place. The song's imagery, such as "the battle outside ragin'" and "the wheel's still in spin," paints a 

picture of a society in turmoil and transition. 

5. Repetition: Emphasizing Key Ideas 

Dylan uses repetition to emphasize key ideas and create a rhythmic, memorable structure. The refrain, 

"For the times they are a-changin'," recurs throughout the song, reinforcing the central message and 

serving as a rallying cry for change. Repetition adds weight and urgency to his call for transformation. 

Conclusion 

Bob Dylan's "The Times They Are A-Changin'" is a prime example of how music can be a potent tool for 

rhetorical persuasion. Through the strategic use of ethos, pathos, logos, metaphor, and repetition, Dylan 
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effectively conveys his message of societal transformation and resistance to the prevailing norms. The 

song's enduring impact is a testament to the enduring power of music as a vehicle for social change and 

political activism, serving as a timeless reminder that change is both inevitable and essential. 


