
 

 

College Essay Format APA 

 

Now, here's a sample college essay format in APA style. Keep in mind that this format is usually 

not used for college application essays, but for academic papers: 

 

• Title: [Your Essay Title] 

• Word Count: [Total Word Count] 

• Font: Times New Roman, 12-point 

• Spacing: Double-spaced 

• Margins: 1-inch on all sides 

• Running Head: (Shortened Title) [Your Essay Title] 

• Page Numbers: Page numbers in the top right corner, starting with the title page. 

 

Title Page: 

Title of the paper 

Your name 

Institutional affiliation (your college or university) 

Course name and number 

Instructor's name 

Due date 

Abstract: (if required) - A brief summary of your essay, usually 150-250 words. 

 

Body: 

Begin with an introduction, stating your research question or thesis. 

Write multiple sections with clear headings, and provide evidence, analysis, and citations to 

support your arguments. 

Conclude your essay by summarizing your findings and discussing their implications. 

 

In-text Citations: Use APA style in-text citations to reference sources in your essay. 



 

 

 

References: List all the sources you cited in your essay on a separate page, following the APA 

format for references. 

 

Remember, for college application essays, you should use the Common App or the specific 

format requested by the college you're applying to. APA format is more appropriate for 

academic essays and research papers. 


