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College Application Essay Outline Template 
 

The basic college application essay outline is a simple template that can help with any number of topics. 

 
First College Essay Outline Template: 

 

1. Introduction 
 

a) Attention grabber 
b) Foreshadow body main points 
c) Thesis Statement 

 
2. Body Paragraph #1 

 
a) Topic Sentence 
b) Evidence 

 
3. Body Paragraph #2 

 
a) Topic Sentence 
b) Evidence 

 

4. Body Paragraph #3 

 
a) Topic Sentence 
b) Evidence 

 
5. Conclusion 

 
a) Restate Thesis Statement 
b) Rehash body points 
c) Close 

 
The above is the most basic essay outline. 

 
Second College Essay Outline Example: 

 

The second style of the outline has a way of working just as well, but also includes a level of creativity. 

 
1. Introduction 

 
a) Main Thought – Thesis 
b) Importance of Thesis 
c) Preview points 

 
2. Body Paragraph #1 
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a) Point 1 
b) Evidence 
c) Relation to Thesis 

 
3. Body Paragraph #2 

 
a) Point 2 
b) Evidence 
c) Relation to Thesis 

 
4. Body Paragraph #3 

 
a) Point 3 
b) Evidence 
c) Relation to Thesis 

 
5. Conclusion 

 
a) Rehash points from body 
b) Relate points to Thesis as a whole 
c) Explain why it is important 

 
By using one of the two outline templates from above, a college application essay is sure to include all of 
the relevant data and thought processes. In a multi-faceted paper, using an outline to construct a logical 
document is a key. 


